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Mobile, Alabama

August 2007

HOBLEROCK D GEHSOCETY
WEETING Y 10,10

The monthly meeting of the Mobile Rock
and Gem Society was held at the clubhouse
on July 10, 2007 at 7:00 p. m.

We began with the program presented by
Dr. Murlene Clark and her husband, Dr. Kent
Clark. It was an interesting program on what

could cause global warming.

After the program we made the pledge of
allegiance to the flag.

The minutes of the June meeting were
approved as published in the Cabber Gabber.

Mary Lou Landry read the treasurer’s
report and it was accepted.

Field trip chairman Larry Landry reported
on the field trip on Saturday July 14 at the
Columbia mine in Marion, Kentucky for
smithsonite and fluorite.

Ben Davis reported on the dealers
committed to coming to our show in
November.

Jerry Shirey announced that the flyers for
our show have been printed and are here.

We would like to thank Jennifer Thorman
for the house cleaning at the clubhouse this

month.

Visit our website at:
www.mobilerockandgem.gom
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DATE Augnst 14, 2007

SHIME: 7:00PM

SR Clubhouse @ 1324 Forest
Dell Rd.

George Boyer reported that the 24 inch saw
is ready except for the blade which we sent to
be re-trued. We have decided to incorporate
the 24 inch saw in the workshop as we will
have room for it. Don King and Larry Landry
as the workshop committee are to decide if we
should keep some of the other equipment that
we haven’t been using or sell it.

Phil Kaiser announced that longtime
member, Chester Redmond has died.

Thank you to Corrine McGregor Alocorn for
donating the quartz crystal cluster to the
club.

Neal Hazen needs volunteers to work the
fair this year. Fair dates are October 19 to
28. Anyone who can volunteer to man the
club display please contact Neal Hazen at
(251) 786-1184. He would also appreciate
people who can demonstrate different skills,
i.e., wire wrapping, cabbing, beading,

faceting, etc. Anyone who can bring items to

display are also welcome!



Bonita Harris reported on the Junior activities for July.
She presented a program on coal, with specimens of the
several varieties of coal, which she had ordered and
received from the coal board. The juniors are also learning
how toidentify minerals. Bonita and Ed Harris also taught
classes at William Holland for their junior week.

Neal Hazen will be in charge of our booth at the Fair this
year. The Fair will be held on October 19 through October
28.

Neal and Julie Thomas have donated two show cases to
the club for use at the show.

To order our club tee shirts and caps see Doug Shaw. It
helps our dealers if you wear one to the show to know who
can help them if needed.

Under new business Bill Harbour has been appointed
Education Chairman. He will conduct a survey to see what
our members are interested in learning or teaching to
others.

It has also been decided to look into putting a display of
what we do at the Museum of Art in Mobile.

We will have workshops on Thursday, July 19; Friday,
July 20 and Saturday July 21.

SHOW AND TELL;

Ben Davis brought some rocks from Deming, New
Mexico.

Larry Landry showed some dinosaur bone from Utah.
Glenn Wimpee displayed shark teeth and turtle shells he
found on a kayak trip.

Susan Ollhoft showed some earrings her granddaughter
made at a camp conducted by Bonita Harris at the
University of South Alabama.

Doug Shaw displayed some rocks with fossils from an
area in Kentucky.

Mary Daves showed an old book by Sterling Gleason
“The Ultraviolet Guide to Fluorescent Minerals”.

Neal Hazen displayed some Gilson man-made opals.

The split pot was won by Burt Ritter.

Door prizes were won by Bill Harbour,
Imogene Shaw, Lillian Gartman, and Jerry Shirey.

¥ Please submic all information for the Cabber Gabber to the

Editor BEFQO. v HANK YOU,

We adjourned the meeting to finish the silent auction
which extends for 15 minutes after we adjourn.

We enjoyed the refreshments, which were brought by
Mary Daves, Lillian Gartman, Eva Hendrix, Kristin
Mayo, Glenn and Jeannette Wimpee, Susan Ollhoft and
Barbara Davis.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Daves
Secretary

MOBILE ROCK AND GEM SOCIETY JUNIOR

ROCKHOUNDS OF AMERICA MEETING
JULY 7. 2007

The Junior Rockhounds met on July 7, 2007 at
the clubhouse from 9:00 a. m. until noon. The
juniors attending the meeting were Haley
O’Bannon, Dustin Smith, Angela Monahan,
Preston Eubanks and Nicholas Lukes.

The adults at the meeting were Bonita Harris,
Joyce Dickens, Mary Daves, Nick Lukes, Dianne
Turner ( Joyce Dickens’ daughter) and guest Cindy
Monahan.

Bonita Harris had a program on coal, identifying
different kinds, bituminous anthracite, etc. We also
tried to identify the specimen we have on the
sidewalk.

After this we had a break to enjoy drinks and
other goodies. Then Mrs. Harris started a class on
how to identify minerals using their color,
hardness (which ones will scratch others) and
identifying by the streak. This we will continue
next month. I think everyone had a good time and
learned a lot.

Mary Daves
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The Executive board of the Mobile Rock and Gem
Society met at the clubhouse on July 5, 2007 at 7:00
p. m. Those attending the meeting were Phil Kaiser,

Doug Shaw, Bill Harbour, Ben Davis, George
Boyer, Jerry Shirey, Jennifer Thorman and Mary
Daves.

Phil Kaiser called the meeting to order.

Bill Harbour moved and Ben Davis seconded the
motion that we accept the minutes of last month’s
meeting as published in the Cabber Gabber. It was
approved.

We have been given the treasurer’s report in the
absence of Mary Lou Landry. It was accepted.

Ben Davis reported on the payment so far by the
dealers for our show.

Neal Hazen has agreed to chair a booth for the
Mobile Rock and Gem Society at the fair this year.
Our booth there is a good advertisement for our
show as the Fair is in October and the show is in
November.

The lawn has been mowed by Hudson
McGallagher.

George Boyer reported that the 24 inch saw 1s
ready except for the blade which has been sent to be
re-trued George, Don King and Larry Landry have
proposed that we keep all of the saws as we have
found room in the workshop for them. The board
agreed and asked Don and Larry to check the
equipment we don’t use and see if we need to keep it
or sell it.

George Boyer reported that the receptacle switch
for the lights is finished in the area of the show and
tell.

We thank Jennifer Thorman for our cleaning this
month.
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Ben Davis suggested that we see if we can set up
a display at the Art Museum the next time they have
one as several others have one.
Doug Shaw will order Mobile Rock and Gem Tee
shirts, polo shirts and caps if anyone would like to

get some. They are nice to wear for our show as the |

'l dealers know they can call on anyone with a club

shirt to help if needed.

It has been suggested that we display our fossil
boards that the junior members refurbished at the
clubhouse. Neal and Julie Thomas have donated two
display cases to the club and we should have some

| displays of fossils and minerals. This would be

especially nice for the show.

Phil Kaiser asked Bill Harbour if he would be
Education Chairman and he agreed. He will take a
survey of the members to see what they would like.

The board said they would bring door prizes for
our meeting.

There being no further business we adjourned.

Respectfully submitted

Mary Daves
Secretary
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Nick Lukes, Priscilla McGill, SheX
Hoven and Doug Shaw
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The votee of the MR6$ Fossil
Study Group

By Dick Stober

Following a very successful Coal Mine Fossil Trip on
the 28th of May, our next trip took George Eia and me to
the Sharks' Tooth Creek Trip up to Tuscaloosa and Bear
Bryaats' hunting lodge at Clinton on the 7th of June. As we
have done so many times in the past, we met our group at
Smith Hall on the University of Alabama campus on the
morning of the 7th and followed the Museum van. The
weather had been dry and the first creek didn’t have much
water and for some reason, didn't have many loose pebbles
to sift through. George and I just found a few small teeth
at this Jocation. The next stop was at "The” Sharks' Tooth
Creek located on Bryants' Lodge property. (Note: this is the
actual name of the creek). We did a little better this time.
We decided to re-visit the exact spot which yielded so many
teeth thar we collected last year. Did we get them all last
year? Looks like we might have. This time we divided about
sixty teeth which really weren't too good. Others did a lot
better at a different location. We weren't too excited any
way. We each shared a couple of nice Sand Shark teeth. We
had a fun time. We were satisfied and looking back a
couple of years, we had given away hundreds of teeth to the
kids.

What do we know about Sharks Teeth? Most people
have seen the teeth. Kids love them. A nice Tooth can be
mounted on a necklace which is very popular. The ones that
we are looking for were in a sharks' jaw sometimes during
the Cretaceous period of earth time, millions of years ago.
A sharks' skeleton is cartilaginous so that most of their
bodies have disappeared over the millennia. Other than
teeth, the most common remains are the vertebra. We may
find whale and porpoise bones scarred as the result of shark
attacks. At timesa fragment of a shark’s tooth may even be

found embedded in a bone.
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Did you know that there are many species of shark, each
with their own distinct characteristics? For example, there is
one species which is quite rare, but can be found in these
creeks in Alabama. The Prchodus have crushing teeth rather
than ripping teeth. These teeth look like little volcanoes
rounded at the top.

My first encounter with shark teeth collecting was during
our tour of duty in Arabia.

In the middle of the dry Arabian Desert is a location known
as "Sharks' Reef” Not too far from Ryadh, which was the
capital, a two hour drive on a highway to a very small village
called Khurais. You may remember that [ had mentioned
this place earlier. There is a large, strange, area covered with
many outcroppings like a forest. These are irregular roughly
cylinders approximately thirty foot high with a diameter of
roughly thirty feet. The top of each one is solid petrified
coral about three feet thick. A good many have overhangs
wherethe bottom sides are covered with large barnacles.
Loose sand and shell particles drift around each base of a
column. This is where we would search for sharks' teeth. As

a matter of fact this is where [ found my Giant White Tooth

of four inches.

Get you Mobile Rock & Gem
Society Polo or T-Shirt Today!!

Available Sizes Small-XXXT.
Available With & Without Pocke
Polo Prices $16 w/ pocket $15 w/out!!
T-Shirt Prices $11 w/ pocket $10 w/out!!
Also Available MRGS Baseball Caps One Size Fits All
Only $5!!

Contact Doug Shaw: (251) 344-9986




The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc
The Friendly Federation - Founded in 1976 ¢
DMC Program of the SFMS Field Trip Committee
An Official Field Trip of The Tennessee Valley Rocks and Mineral Club (HOST)

An Official Field Trip of the MRGS

9 am, Saturday, August 18, 2007
CHUNKY GAL MOUNTAIN
Clay County, North Carolina

FREE COLLECTING SITE

COLLECTING: We will be collecting Zoisite with Ruby, two different kinds of Sapphires, There have
been very good examples of sapphire found during these trips. Also, some rubies have been found here.
The forest service has created a fire break on the mountain adjacent to some of our collecting areas.
These new areas have recently produced some great crystal finds.
SPECIAL CONDITIONS: There are no facilities, this is a wilderness area and not suited for small
children. Also, everyone must attend a safety briefing before going on their own. This is a requirement
because of the terrain we will be collecting at. Please extend our warmest invitation to all to join us for a
beautiful day inthe N. C. Mtns.
BRING: People should bring a garden shovel or hand rake, a sifting screen, buckets. The best finds
come from digging around the tree roots. (As always, bring your picnic lunch, plenty of fluids, some bug
spray, sunscreen, a hat, gloves, and sturdy shoes. You may also need to bring a pick, large hammer, and
chisels if you want to work on the boulders. - DMC)
DIRECTIONS AND WHERE TO MEET:
We will meet at the Huddle House restaurant in Hayesville N.C. at 9 a.m. | will be there about 8:30 a.m.
for breakfast and will be wearing our club vest so people can find me. The Chunky Gal site is a 20 minute
drive from Hayesville toward Franklin N.C.

When: 9 am, Saturday, August 18, 2007
Directions to our meeting place
The Huddle House is located on the south side of US 64, just west of the intersection of US 64 and SR
69 and adjacent to the Ingles shopping center. (Remember - everyone must meet and proceed to the
collecting site together!)

Contact:
Jack Weaver
Field Trip Chairman, Tennessee Valley Rocks and Mineral Club (Chattanooga, TN )
Phone: 423-728-0290 If you get the answering machine, | will return your call.
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